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Hibakusha is the Japanese word for the surviving victims of the

1945 atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The word

literally translates as "explosion-affected people" and is used to
refer to people who were exposed to radiation from the bombings.
(ZrA" LEHE XEOnERE)
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Mere words cannot give voice to such suffering, but we have a
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shared responsibility to look directly into the eye of history and
ask what we must do differently to curb such suffering again.

Someday the voices of the hibakusha will no longer be with us to

bear witness. But the memory of the morning of August 6th, 1945
must never fade. That memory allows us to fight complacency. It
fuels our moral imagination. It allows us to change.

...... We see these stories in the hibakusha: the woman who

forgave the pilot who flew the plane that dropped the atomic
bomb because she recognized what she really hated was war itself;
the man who sought out families of Americans killed here because

he believed their loss was equal to his own.
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Why do we come to this place, to Hiroshima? We come to ponder
a terrible force unleashed in a not so distant past. We come to
mourn the dead, including over 100,000 in Japanese men, women
and children; thousands of Koreans; a dozen Americans held

prisoner. Their souls speak to us. They ask us to look inward, to

take stock of who we are and what we might become.
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That is why we come to this place. We stand here, in the middle
of this city, and force ourselves to imagine the moment the bomb
fell. We force ourselves to feel the dread of children confused by
what they see. We listen to a silent cry. We remember all the
innocents killed across the arc of that terrible war, and the wars
that came before, and the wars that would follow. Someday the

voices of the hibakusha will no longer be with us to bear witness.
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But the memory of the morning of August 6th, 1945 must never
fade. That memory allows us to fight complacency. It fuels our

moral imagination. It allows us to change.
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The world was forever changed here. But today, the children of
this city will go through their day in peace. What a precious thing
that is. It is worth protecting, and then extending to every child.
That is the future we can choose-a future in which Hiroshima and
Nagasaki are known not as the dawn of atomic warfare, but as the

start of our own moral awakening.
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Seventy-one years ago, on a bright, cloudless morning, death fell
from the sky and the world was changed. A flash of light and a
wall of fire destroyed a city and demonstrated that mankind
possessed the means to destroy itself. Why do we come to this
place, to Hiroshima? We come to ponder a terrible force unleashed

in a not so distant past.
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“Sixteen hours ago an American airplane dropped one bomb on
XXXX, an important Japanese Army base. That bomb had more
power than 20,000 tons of TNT. It had more than 2,000 times the
blast power of the British “Grand Slam,” which is the largest
bomb ever yet used in the history of warfare...... The Japanese
began the war from the air at Pearl Harbor. They have been repaid
manyfold. And the end is not yet. With this bomb we have now
added a new and revolutionary increase in destruction to
supplement the growing power of our armed forces. In their
present form these bombs are now in production, and even more

powerful forms are in development. It is an atomic bomb. It is a
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harnessing of the basic power of the universe. The force from
which the sun draws its power has been loosed against those who

brought war to the Far East. “
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